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freak. In many directions India still tries to walk in the way
of the saints. She sometimes even introduces ethical con/
siderations into politics. She commits the outrage of believing
that bad politics cannot be good religion. The result is hands
of holy horror in Britain. The mystery of the East is become
a basis of complaint; a sin against practical affairs.
I do not say that ethics makes a good blend with politics
It may, on the contray, be easy to demonstrate that the one
is about as compatible with the other as an ounce of salt with
a pound of sugar. But if they are incompatible why pretend
that they are not' Britain feels their incompatibility but does
not say so; India does not feel their incompatibility and acts
accordingly. Herein has lain the cause of much misunder/
standing between the two countries. The secret of Mr.
Gandhi's power is that he is religious and that all his political
acts are religious. When the workers of a Bombay null go
on strike they are activated by a religious background. In
India even the most material considerations are embedded in
religion. A squad of coolies on a Calcutta wharf may argue
that two rupees a day is inadequate recompense for the work
done, but the tincture of their logic is religious. Religion is
the stage for all Indian thought and action. To India abstract
freedom is like abstract clothing or a reasoned argument acting
for a plate of curry There is still no pure politics in India.
Hence her mystery. Hence the pitiable statements on her by
Labour and other leaders who treat Cawnpore as they treat
Croydon and who have not the philosophical reach to see
that there are more things in heaven and earth than a minimum
wage and a forty/hour week.
It is a dismaying characteristic of our Western outlook that
it simply cannot conceive of any other outlook. We have
been so sweedy embosomed in our own that any other comes
near the reprehensible. Under certain constellations that may
be an advantage; it certainly is not when we, like a famous
statesman, are asked to rule every island but our own. It
stereotypes our methods and limits our understanding. It